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[From the Hartford OoUt·ant of Dec. 21st, 1903.]

Editorial.

The funeral of Professor B. F. Koons
was held this afternoon at his home in
Storrs. After prayers . at the house by
Rev. H. E. Starr, the body was taken
to the Second Congregational Church
at Storrs, where the public service was
held. The bearers were graduates _of
the Connecticut Agricultural College and
were Edward S. Weed, '87; Charles A.
Wheeler, and Clarence H. Savage, '88;
H. G. Manchester, '91 ; and W. A. Stocking, Jr., and Charles R. Green, '95· A
quartet-Dr. Lehnert, Mrs. Charles A.
Wheeler, ~Irs. L. A. Clinton and Mr.
Stone burn-sang "Nearer, My God, to
Thee," and "Lead, Kindly Light." The
students of the college, in uniform, acted
as escort from the church to the grave
in the cemetery at Storrs. Taps were
sounded at the close of the con1mittal
servtce.

And thus "taps," echoing from the
higher slopes of the hills, marked the final
rest of an earnest student of science wlw
had sought to make his attainments useful in the advancement of agricultural
practice; a beloved teacher who e 'influence for good has been widely felt; an
upright citizen ; a genial and faithful
friend ; a gallant soldier ; a Christian gentlen1an.
As we turn away from the b eautiful
hillside cemetery thi stormy December
afterno n, recalling th month of mental
suffering so t.mcomplaininal ~ borne, the
first thought, perhap , in ur n1inds is that
of rest-re t eternal-an nd f ' earine s
and languor and pain- r t n bl earned
by a t adfast life, a ch rful ndurance,
an unfaltering faith.
It ha , indeed, seem d to u that this
death wa untimely; that b f r this man
were yet other years of attainn1 nt and
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high usefulness in his chosen field. And
to hin1, until these last few months of
fluctuating hope and fear settling gradually into the grim certainty of the end,
doubtless the future seemed to hold
bright prospects of work still to be done
by hitn. Yet with no word of repining,
with no clouding of his wonted chee.rfulness, he faced the inevitable as steadily
as in years long gone by he had faced his
destiny in the battle line on the stricken
field.
He was one of the men of a tnighty
generation-a generation that gave up
more than half a million o( its bravest
and best, battling for an idea. Yet, to him,
as to most of his fellows , war was unnatural-abhorrent to every impulse of his nature. He was, to a mari<ed degree, a man
of peace. Yet it was his fortune to come to
maturity at that period when every thought,
every energy of the nation was absorbed in
war; and for what he conceived to be his
duty, he laid aside his preparation for his
chosen work, took up the life of a soldier, and serving three years, received his
discharge at the close of the war-a veteran at twenty-a veteran trained in the
weary n1arches, the long watches, th e
fierce battles of Sheridan's Shenandoah
campaign, and the still fiercer struggles
that led up to Appomattox.
Entering the army a boy of seventeen,
rank could hardly con1e to hin1 , beyond
the protnotion r eceived at his discharge,
unless tempted by a soldier's life, he had
continued in the regular anny. But he
was of the best ·type of citizenship, in
that, like so many others of his time, he
entered the anny, not from a desire of
military glory, nor yet to find a career,
but solely because that way duty pointed;
and when his work was done, and not before, he took up with renewed zeal, with
strengthened purpose, the preparation for
his chosen work in life at the point where,

three years before, he had left it for no
holiday service on the battlefield.
"After all," said he on one occasion
to the writer, "the army is a severe
school, in which much good as well as
evil may be learned ;-it is a supreme test
of character." And there can be no doubt
that this school of the army left enduring
marks on the life of this young soldier.
It is not n1erely that it steadied his pur-·
poses, and taught hitn to regard chiefly
the graver issues of life, nor even that it
strengthened in hin1 the ideal of close
adhesion to duty; it give him much of
the cheerful optin1ism that was so marked
a characteristic of his whole career-that
made him so delightful a teacher, so
charming a compa!Jion and friend. Thr
man who had stood in the very face of
the stonn and stress-the crash and apparent wreck of the Union, and had consciously helped to restore it-could never
be brought to "despair of the Republic."
As one of the chief agents in the foun-·
elation of this college, and as its first president, he labored toward an end that wa ~
very dear to him; an end, in the utility
of which he firmly believed. Even if in
some cases prejudice was enlisted in opposition, no one ever questioned the sincerity of his purpose. And in the long
history of his connection with the institution, his charaCter, his instruction, his
influence upon tl~e students have had
wide and permanent . results for goorl.
He believed that the agricultural interests
of this state had need of an institution of
this kind. And as we look over what has
already been accomplished, and turn to
the future we may fe el that his belief wa~
fully justified.
His' was, . after all, not a long life; the
allotted threescore years and ten were denied hitn ; yet how full was that life of
achievement, how ready was he to meet
all its issues, how he bound his friends to
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him with cords that cannot be loosed.
The war of which he was a soldier ended
almost forty years ago ; the interval is
filled with wonderful changes; yet
through all these, a part of all these, keeping abreast of the best thought of the day,
he retained to the last moment of conscious life, the simple faith of his childhood. And to this scholar, friend, Christian, while "taps" still sound in our ears, we
say, "Vale, vale; in aeternum, vale."

H. ·R. M.
[From the Hartford Oou1·ant of Dec. 19th, 1903.]

Professor B. F. Koons, B . . A., Ph. D.,
·of the Connecticut Agricultural College,
died at his home in Storrs at 10 o'clock
Thursday night. The immediate cause of
death was exhaustion due to cancer of the
throat. In December of last year Professor Koons suffe-red a little from throat
trouble. The difficulty appeared in aggravated form last June and he went to
Brooklyn, N. Y., for X-ray treatment by
his brother, a noted specialist of that place.
No apparent benefit resulted and Professor
Koons returned to Storrs several weeks ago
satisfied that all had been done that could
be done to help him.
Benjamin Franklin Koons · was born
September 10, 1844, at Sulphur Springs,
Crawford County, 0., the son of Abraham and Jane Mills Koons. His early life
was spent on a farm with his parents and
his primary education was obtained in a
country school near the old homestead.
In August, . 1862, Mr. Koons enlisted as a
p~rivate in Compapy H, One Hundred and
Twenty-third Regiment, Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, and served three years, being
tp.ustered out a sergeant in April, 1865.
With his regiment he fought in seventeen
engagements of more or less prominence,
among them being the battles of Winchester, Cedar Greek and Apppmattox. After
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the war Mr. Koons worked his way through
Oberlin College, from which place he received the degree of bachelor of arts in
1874. The next seven years were spent in
the employ of the United tates fish commission, being stationed at Woods Roll,
Mass., a great deal of the time. In 188r
M·r. Koons received the degree of Ph. D.
from the Sheffield Scientific School.
On October 7 of that year he was appointed professor of natural history at
Storrs Agricultural School, that institution
just being opened with a class of fifteen
students. In 1883 Professor Koons was
made principal of the school and ten years
late·r was elected president of the newly
named Storrs Agricultural College. When
George W. Flint, of Collinsville, was made
president of the college in the summer of
1898, Professor Koons was retained upon
the faculty board and relieved of a great
deal of extra work. Besides being the
executive officer of the institution he had
been giving instruction in several branches
of zoology, geology, stockbreeding and
political economy. The board of trustees
elected him to continue as professor of
natural history and curator of the museum,
the foundation of which v. as made by Professor I(oons during his connection with
the fish commission.
In 1892 Professor I oons went to Y ellowstone Park with Principal E. B. Smead
of this city, and in 1898 made a trip to
Alaska, making a study of the geology of
the regions, the result of which he embodied in lectures which were given in illustrated lectures all over the tate.
In 1882 Professor Koon married Mi s
Jennie H. Stevenson. B id s Mrs. l(oons
two children survive him, Mis Grace E.
Koons, a student at Northfield eminary,
and Frank . l(oons, a junior at the college at torrs. A daughter, J nnie F., died
in infancy. For several y ars Professor
Koons had been a contributor to the

LOOKOUT.
columns of "The Courant," both as a correspondent and as an authority upon entomological and botanical subjects.
Professor I(oons was a member of
Francis S. Long Post, No. 30, G. A. R.,
of Willimantic, and was always active with
the G. A. R. people of Tolland and Windham Counties. It has been his custom of
late years to deplore the perverted use of
Memorial Day, believing that May 30 was
consecrated to the defenders of the Union
and not to athletic carnivals.
In all hi associations Professor Koons

of the Civil War. During this time he
took part in seventeen engagements, some
of the most famous of which were Winchester, Cedar Creek, and Appomattox.
Like many others of our best and
bravest soldiers, l\1r. Koons was above
all a modest n1an, and it was only with
those with whmn he felt a bond of sytnpathy that pe could be persuaded to fight
his battles o'er again. None of those,
however, who have been privileged thus
to listen to him will ever forget his vivid
recital of the ·deeds of his well-loved regiment. That it was always well to the

was a kind hearted and generous man.
I"' or twenty-two years he was a servant of '
front, we may know from so reliable anthe state of Connecticut, and he served the
commonwealth with the strictest integrity authority as Grant himself. In his "Per-.
sonal lVIemoirs" he thus speaks of its
and adherence to duty. Growing up as it
were with the Agricultural College of his bravery at High Bridge, one of the closadopted state he made a large number of ing engagements of the war. It was defriends who admired his character and who tailed, together with one other regiment,
will n1 ourn his death.
the two forming about si. hundred men,
to intercept Washburn on his way to reinforce Lee. To quote: "This little band
Prof. B. F. Koons.
inflicted a loss upon the enemy more
than equal to their entire number; and
On December 17th, 1903, our college at the close of the conflict nearly ever~'
was called upon to mourn the untimely officer of . the cotntnand, and 1nost of the
death of one of its best beloved instructors, rank and file, had been either killed 0r
BENJ 1\UN FRANKLIN KooNs. Professor
wounded;
,.
so that this gallant
I(oons had not been well for over a year. band of six hundred had checked the probnt the erious nature of his complaint gress of a strong detachment of the
was not dicovered until July. New York Confederate arrny." Mr. Koons was one
specialif.ts used X-ray treatment and for of this ''noble six hundred," and it wa~
a while there was hope of his recovery; here that he was captured and held as
but his tnalady had reached too advanced prisoner until Lee·' s surrender. That he
a stage to respond, and early in N ovem- had served his country bravely and faithber he returned to his home in Storr"~ fully, not only in this engagement, but
throughout the war, we may know by the
there to await the inevitable end.
Professor Koons was born September fact that he was one of the Guard of
eighth, 1844, at Sulphur Springs, Ohio. Honor chosen to watch over Lincoln's
He was one of a large family of childree remains as they lay in state at the capitol
and early in life started out to win his in Coltunbus, Ohio. It is also known for
own way. At the age of seventeen he be- a fact that he would have received procame a volunteer in the 123rd regiment motion if it had not been for his extreme
of Ohio, in which he served till the close youth. As it was, he was mustered out
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as a sergeant.
Professor Koons was spoke in after years of these summers as
a member of the Francis S. Long Post, being among the most pleasant and profitNo. 30, G. A. R., of Willimantic, and able of his life, and it was a great regret
has aLways had an active interest in all to him when his increasing duties at the
proceedings of that organization. In tht~ college put an end to them.
In the fall of 1881 he was appointed
sumn1er of 1899 he was the orator of the
day at the unveiling of a monun1ent to Professor of Natural History at the
his regiment at \Vinchester, and in other Storrs Agricultural School, the institution
less conspicuous, but fully as important being then in its first year, and in 1883
addresses, he has often testified to hie; was promoted to the principalship. When
in 1893 the school was changed to th~
love of country.
After the war M·r. Koons went south, Agricultural College, Professor Koons
where he taught for several years, at one remained with it as its president. He
time being principal of the Emerson In- continued in the office until 1898, and
stit.ute for the colored, in l\1obile, Ala-- when succeeded by George W. Flint, was
ba.ma. There he met Miss Jennie S~even retained upon the faculty as Professor of
son, a teacher in the same school, whon1 Natural History and Curator of the Muhe subsequently married.
seunl.
No one can follow Professor
Later, feeling the need of a broader Koons' course of action, even casually,
education, he went to Oberlin, Ohio, - during these twenty odd years with which
where he entered college and graduateJ he was connected with our college, withwith the degree of Bachelor of Arts, in out feeling how much his life was bound
18i4· Oberlin gave then, as now, great up in the best good of the institution,
pr01ninence to its musical department, and without realizing how much he acand the J.Vlusical Union Association is one complished for it, especially during its early
of the oldest and most important organ- struggling years. His method of work was
izations of the college. As business man- quiet, but none the less effective. Each
ager of the Union, Mr. Koons not only step of progress was sure, and he always
came into most pleasant relationship. with knew in advance where the next was to be.
many of the instructors in the Conservatory He was excellent in judgment, and cool
of Music, forming friendships which lasted under criticism ; one who would, if necesthroughout his life, but was able to pay sary, "swear to his own hurt and change
the expenses of his college course. He not;" above all, a man of perfect integrity
graduated well forward among the first and justice.
l\1r. Koons was a widely-traveled man
tnen of his class, and soon after came:
in
his own country. I have heard him
East, where, he reasoned; he would have
say that he had been in every state east
better opportunities to specialize.
In 1881 he received the degree of of the 1\Iississippi, and in most of those
Ph. D. from Yale-Sheffield Scientific west. His war experience led him into
School. During the time of his study many states, his teaching into others, and
here, through the influence of Professor several trips were taken solely in the
Dana of Yale, his summers were spent in interest of his scientific work. His trip
the work of the United States Fish Com- · to Yellowstone Park, as .the guest of
mission, and in their laboratories at one of his former pupils, he enjoyed like
Woods Roll. Professor Koons often a boy, though he worked like a man. He
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spent the sumn1er of I8g8 in Alaska, vice not as a men-pleaser, but a true folstudying the glaciers of that region, from lower of the "stern daughter of the voice of
whence he brought home much valuable God."
material. His last extensive trip was to . As a member of the £acuity, 3.! neighbor
the Grand Canons of the Colorado and and a friend, he was respected by all and
the Yosemite Valley, during the summer loved the .best by those who had known
of 1903. The experiences of this journey him longest. U n.demonstrative and quiet
must, however, remain a closed book, as among strangers or mere acquaintances,
disease had already begun to set its seal with his friends he was one of the most
upon his lips upon his return. It is a genial and n1agnetic of men, and no one
characteristic trait, however, that he re- ever went to him in trouble without remembered his college through, we know ~eiving strength and comfort. It was onF;:
not, what pain and anxiety, and brought of the rules of his life to "speak no slanback home several valuable specimens for der no, nor listen to it," and one felt instinctively that his hearty laugh and the
her tnuseum.
The letters which have poured in from grasp of his hand were true.
It was fitting that the last weeks of thts
old students all over the state during his
fatal illness are rrwstly of too intimate brave, strong life should be in keeping
and personal a nature to bear quotation ~~, with his character. As courageously and
but they all testify to his value as an in- unfalteringly as the beloved general
structor, and to his influence as a frienJ. whose natne he always honored, he fought
"Anything that you taught carried with his last battle. The calmness with which
it a charm that still ren1ains, and the he looked into the future, the patience
knowledge itself remained," said one. "It with which he bore his intense sufferings,
was impossible to go out from your and the thoughtfulness which he showed
classes without learning something," said to the very last for those around him,
another. "He understood n1e better than will never be forgotten. "So passed the
my own father," ren1arked a third. Ann strong, heroic soul away;" and. I believe
so we n1ight n1ultiply cases indefinitely. it to be true that not only was he the
It is no exaggeration to say that his beloved instructor of~. many, but if quesmethod of instruction in the class-room tio'n ed as to what was their first source
possessed a charm equalled by few. His of inspiration towards honorable success,
manner was winning, as of one who would they n1ight reply, as one was once said to
say, "Come, let us learn this together;" but have done on a former occasion, "I had
his knowledge was sure, and his spirit of a friend."
EDWINA WHITNEY..
research untiring. During the last years
of his teaching he came much less into
contact with the students, his lectures be-- [From the Hartford Courant of Dec. 21st, 1903.]
ing fewer and his work more specialized,
In Memoriam.
and tnost of his time was spent in hi c;;
labomtory classifying and mounting
The recent death of Prof. Benjamin
specimens for the museum. No one can Franklin Koons at Storrs, Connecticut,
enter these rooms, which his personality • after several months of the most intense
has pervaded for so long a time, without suffering from an incurable affection of the
wondering at his energy, his diligence, throat removes from a very wide circle of
his faithfulness unto death, and his ser- admiring friends a man who has for almost
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three score years exemplified the best
qualities of mind and heart with which
human nature is endowed.
A graduate of Oberlin and a post-graduate of Yale, he was thoroughly equipped
for his life work as an instructor. For
more than twenty years he had been connected with the institution at Storrs, first
known as the Storrs Agricultural School,
but more recently as the Connecticut
Agricultural College. I think it is true
that the college owes its present existence
to his tact and energy during its early
history when the public regarded it as a
doubtful experiment and our legislators refused it more than a scanty support. Prof.
I(oons, however, never lost his faith in its
future success and usefulness, and he lived
to enjoy the realization of his best anticipations. Through all his early discouragements, he was always hopeful and cheerful.
If clouds intervened to-day to ·darken the
prospect, he predicted a brighter to-morrow. His whole life was beautiful and
sanctified by his abounding cheerfulness,
whether at home, in the class-room, or in
his association with others as a citizen.
His life was a truly strenuous one, for
literally, he found no time to spend in
selfish gratification, or to waste in idleness.
I never knew him to be unemployed for a
single hour of working time. His recreations were simply changes of employtnent.
As a student, his later years bear their
testinlony to his untiring love of study and
research in the wide field of nature, and
his familiarity with scientific facts proved
him to be a scientist worthy of a high rank
among the few who are known to fame.
In the performance of every duty he was
prompt and efficient. Never demonstrative, he was courageous and met every
obligatipn, no matter how unpleasant, with
the firmness that is born of a true sense of
duty.
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His methods were always quiet, but in
them there was no lack or waste of efficiency. But little beyond the prime of a
life devoted supremely to trust and duty,
his steps have faltered. His work is done
and he has left us to mourn his departure.
But ours is not an unmixed grief. The
record of his life, its ceaseless activity, its
thorough devotion to the good and true in
scholarship and in citizenship, and its
adornment by what is best in human character are our example and our inspiration.
Prof. Koons will long hold an honored
place in the wide community where he is
known, personally or professionally, in the
church he served so long and so faithfully,
and in the memory of the many hundreds
of students who now mourn his loss as a
wise and faithful instructor. Surely, "A
good man has fallen." .
L. P. CHAMBERLAIN.
West Hartford, December 20, I903.

Address Delivered by Rev. H. E. Starr
AT THE FuNERAL OF BENJAMIN F.
KooNs, DECEMBER 20, I903.
Those of us who were so fortunate as to
be at all acquainted with BenjatQin F.
Koons are well aware that he would be the
last t:nan in the world to desire a eulogy
spoken over him. He was not one of
those who love to pray standing on the
corners of the streets. It was not his habit
to anoint his countenance with the oil of
piety. Seldom did his left hand know of
the good deeds his right performed. So
distasteful to him was display of any kind
that his influence was of the quieter sort,
and for that reason, perhaps more constant and none the less effective. For
longer than twenty years the young have
been coming to these hills and going away
with this man's mark upon them. Some
are here to-day to testify that the mark
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made was sure and lasting. If any came replete with scenes of sordidness and seland did not through him feel the power of fishness . . The indifferent, the foolish, the
sweetness, of purity, of devotion to duty, vicious hurry past us. Indeed it is not easy
of faith, of Christlikeness, it was because to be calm, to .be brave, to be pure, to be
their unsensitive natures could not be charitable. The fire of faith sometimes
touched by what is best in humanity. He burns low.
We need thank God, therefore, for those
served his country in one of the hottest
men
who help us to believe in mankind;
hells of war modern times have seen; he
who
help
us to believe in ourselves. We
served his Divine Master, not only with
heart and hand, but also with his mind- need thank God for those who strengthen
as a scientist, n1aking clear to men the .our faith in the divine possibilities that
truths of God; the best years of his life he slumber within us. In this world of selfgave to the interests of this state. But he assertion and self-advertisement, we need
would be no friend of his who should here thank God when we come across the flower
enlarge upon his courage, his faithfulness of . n1odesty in full bloom, for thereby we
to duty, his uncomplaining spirit and are taught that our lives are not so sterile
charitableness in days of criticism, his that they cannot produce the same. We
patience through months of suffering the need thank God. when we see daily cheerfulness, uninterrupted . patience, and unend of which he could clearly foresee:daunted courage. We need thank God in
"A stainless, gallant gentleman,
an age of doubt for a vision of unshaken
So glad of life, he gave no trace,
faith. ·W hen one whose life has born such
No hint he ever once beheld
fruit passes from us . we are reminded of
The Spectre peering in his face.
the words of Matthew Arnold written 'in
But gay and modest held the road,
tribute
to .his noble father:Nor feared the Shadow of the Dust ;
And saw the whole world rich with joy,
" Wh'a t is the course of the life
As every valiant farer must."
Of mortal men on the earth?Most men ·eddy about
. As we pass through this life, happy are
Here
and there-eat and drinkwe when we meet with those who make us
Chatter and love
and hate '
.
feel the beauty of righteousne5s. God
Gather and squander, are raised
knoweth our frame that it is dust! Yes,
Aloft, are hurl'd in the dust
and we know it ourselves. We cannot but
Striving blindly, achieving'
:
Nothing ; and then they diebe . conscious how weak we are. The
Perish
; and no one asks
treasure that moth and rust corrupts, how
Who or what they have been,
dear to us it is! For after all moth and
More than he asks what waves,
rust sometimes for long delay their coming.
In the moonlit solitudes mild
The tinsel and the glitter attract us much.
Of the midmost Ocean, have swell'd
Foam'd for a moment, and gone.
'
Our shortsightedness with difficulty pierces
through to the realities. Not easily do we
"(But) through thee I believe
fix our hearts where true joys are to be
In the noble and great who are gone;
Pure souls honour' d and blest
found. God knows, and we know how
By former ages, who elsestrong surrounding conditions are to keep
Such,
so soulless, so poor,
us from what experience has taught men
Is the race of men whom I seeis best. The roadway of life over which
Seem' d but a dream of the heart
we travel is noisy with cries of passion, and.
Seem' d but a cry of desire.
'
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Yes ! I believe that there lived
Others like thee in the past,
Not like the men of the crowd
Who all round me to-day
Bluster or cringe, and make life
Hideous, and arid, and vile;
But souls temper'd with fire,
Fervent, heroic, and good,
Helpers and friends of mankind.
"Y e move through the ranks, recall
The stragglers, refresh the outworn,
Praise, re-inspire the brave!
Order, courage, return . .
E yes rekindling, and prayers,
Follow your steps as ye go.
Ye fill up the gaps in our files,
Strengthen the wavering line,
Stablish, continue our march,
On to the bounds of the waste,
On to the city of God."
Perhaps the greatest good that men can
do to us. is to make the beauty of righteousness clear, to make us believe in our own
ability to attain, to persuade us that we are
the sons of God. May there not be at this
time, therefore, though the spirit of the
hour must needs be sad, an accompanying
spirit of thanksgiving that we have been
strengthened by acquaintance with one
who fought a good fight, who endured
hardship like a good soldier of Jesus Christ,
who kept the faith, in whom · Christ's spirit
abode. One of God's sons has gone home
to his Father. Long had he realized what
birthright was his, and lived as it became
hin1 to live. To-day he has entered the
Eternal Life which here his faith laid hold
upon. Once he believed; now he sees.

Letters of Sympathy.
It is not always the case that a teacher
may know the real esteem in ·which he is
held by his associates, by his pupils, and
by those who from his training have long
gone out into the world. It was the happy
fortuQe of Professor Koons to receive
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abundant assurance that his chosen work
had not been ih vain. If "the downward
road to death" can indeed be smoothed by
the cheer of sympathy and kindly words
of appreciation, this consolation came to
hitn in unstinted measure. Loving friends,
both here and at a distance were thoughtful
of his hours of languor and of pain, and
daily, by mail or by the hand of messenger,
came not only the anxious inquiry but the
loving remembrance of flowers to brighten
the sick room.
Some of these letters to him and to his
family, together with a few of those received since his death, we print as showing
more clearly than we could do, the measure
of love given to him as a reward for faithful service.
Hartford, Conn.,
December 4, 1903.
My Dear Prof. Koons : I have been thinking of you very often
during the last few days since Porter
was here, with sorrow for the trouble you
are having, and srncere sympathy for you
all. So many pleasant recollections come
of the two years at Storrs·, and of the things
you taught us there, that I enjoy going
over again in mind the events of those
years. Perhaps you have forgotten many
of the k.indly things you did for me, just as
you were always doing things constantly
for the good of the students who were
fortunate enough to come under your
teaching, but I have never forgotten and
never expect to forget or lose them from
my own mind, and I am only one of the
many whom you have started on the road
to an education.
I retnember the day you showed me
your wonderful laboratory and collection,
and another da.y when you gave me the
privilege of examining your special library,
when "Noah Porter's Mental Philosophy"
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seemed very attractive. Then another time
your copy of "Tom Moore" found its way
to my room, to be read with a delight that
often comes back to me. I regret now that
I let go by several opportunities for tramps
abroad with you on geological excursions,
but the bird and insect studies, the botany
and geology, and, indeed, anything that
you taught, carried with it a charm that
still remains, and the knowledge itself has
remained. Hardly a day passes that some
question does not arise to be solved by
something learned at Storrs under Professor Koons. ·
If you could know how permanent an
impression you made upon all of us who
came under your instruction, both upon
mind and character, you would find your
work going on, continuing itself in a quiet
way, but surely and permanently. It has
not been lost and will never be lost, and we
all have much to be thankful for in having
been under your influence and instruction.
A teacher never can know how much his
pupils think of him or how widely his in- ·
fluence extends. It is like the lines in
"Lucile" which, by the way, I read at
Storrs, which .say:

know ho,w to express my sorrow for him
and sympathy for his family. I only wish
that his serious case might turn out to
be somehing curable and that he n1ight
come out of it all right.
Mr. Koons is a rare person and I have
tnuch to be thankful for that I was under
him while he was in charge at Storrs.
The most interesting teacher I ever had,
full of sympathy and sincerity and with
a desire to help, thus n1aking everybody
better who came in contact with him.
He is one of the few men in whose life
I had implicit confidence. Men of his
character are rare, and he has made an
indelible impression for good on the lives
of a great many young men with whom
he has been associated.
I trust that he will be spared for tnany
years of influence to the world and companionship for his family.
If possible, kindly express to him my
sympathy and tell him the "boys" don·'t
forget him and that he has clone them all
good.
Sincerely yours,
H. G. MANCHESTER.

38 Main Street,
West Hartford, Conn., bee. 6.
Dear Prof. B. F. Koons:Mr. Porter call~d on us for a little. t.ime
on Friday last, while · on his way from
Storrs to Unionville. I was glad to meet
him, but chiefly from the fact that he had
been with you, and could inform us particularly of you present condition. We
had known something of your illness, of
its nature and its increasing severity, from
Professor Monteith, Mr. Starr, and other
Winsted, Conn.,
friends at Storrs ; enough so that
November II, I903.
. thoughts of your suffering came to me
Dear Mrs. Koons:like great waves of sadness.
In yesterday's Courant I read with much
l-Iuman sympathy has its litnitations.
regret the note concerning Profess.or If it hadn't, if it could share with you the
Koons and his painful illness. I hardly suffering you have endured, and still en-

"No star ever rose and set without influence somewhere;
No life can be pure in its purpose and
strong in its strife,
And all life not be purer and stronger
thereby."
Again let me assure you of my most
hearty sympathy for you all, and please
remember me most kindly to Mrs. Koons.
Yours sincerely,
]. LINCOLN FENN.
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dure, I can assure you that many hours,
yes, days of relief, would have gladly been
offered you, by those of us who are your
friends. I hardly need to tell you of the
universal sympathy for you in your great
affliction. You hold an honored place in
the wide community where you are
known professionally and personally, in
the history of the college, in the church
you have served so long and faithfully,
and in the memory of those you have instructed during all the years . And now,
my dear friend, n1ay ''God be with you
until we meet again." Good bye.
Your affectionate friend,
L.

P.

CHAMBERLAIN.

December ZI, I903.
Dear Pr~sident Stimson :The news you send me of Professor
Koons' death, although not unexpected,
is most 3addening. I had known Professor I~oons for nearly twenty years,
and learned to love and esteem hin1 for
sincere, kind Christian gentleman he was.
The institution with which he was so long
connected owes much to his earnest efforts and intelligent ~ energetic labors.
The numbers of young men who were
favored with his instruction and example
had before then1 at all times a model
worthy of imitation, whose conscientious,
faithful teachings cannot have failed to influence and inspire many lives to higher
ideals, and nobler deeds. The importance
of the work accomplished by such a man
cannot now be estimated and does not end
with his passing from earthly scenes, but
goes on and on in the life work of all
with whom he can1e in contact.
While lamenting his loss to the Connecticut Agricultural College, my heartfelt sympathies are n1ost of all extended
to the bereaved family, whose loss of husband and father are irreparable, and only

understood by "Him who doeth all things
well."

E.

STEVENS HENRY.

Willimantic, Conn.,
December 3, 1903·
Prof. B. F. l~oons :My dear sir: I am very sorry to learn
of your very serious illness. May I say to
you that I believe your life has been a
benediction to all who have felt its influence, and that the world is distinctly better because of what you have done. And
above all, you have exemplified the one
thing in life most worth attaining-a
clean, noble character.
Sincerely your friend,
,ALLEN B. LINCOLN.
[From the Hartford Courant of Dec. 25th, 1903.]

My mail of today brings me a reque.;t
from a graduate of the Connecticut Agricultural College to send you a "few
words expressing our feeling for the
man," a request I cannot refuse.
I
speak as long time a trustee of the college, and fr01n familiar acquaintance
with his work. Beginning as an instructor in the early days of the school (I88I)
he was retained in service longer than
any other person, from his success as a
teacher · and his deep in[erest in the development and prosperity of the institution, and . the affectionate regard of
his pupils. As principal- of the school,
president of the college and continuously
professor of natural history, he holds a
place in the kindly memory of his pupils
who will remember his faithful service
with friendly admonitions and encouragement.
In behalf of his many friends our sympathy is offered to his bereaved wife, who
by her deeds of loving kindness will
always retain a place in. our hearts.

T. S. GoLD.
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Resolutions.
Secretary's Offi·ce,
Wallingford, January 7, I904.
1\tly Dear Mrs. Koons:At a meeting of the Board of Trustees
held in Hartford last Monday, the secretary of the board was instructed to prepare suitable resolutions upon the painful and untimely death of our most efficient and faithful servant and friend, Professor Koons ; also to forward a copy to
you, a copy for preservation on our records, and one for publication in the State
press.
·The enclosed but feebly expresses my
own 'feelings in regard to him, and will,
I believe, but feebly express the sentitnents of the board. Will you please accept the enclosed as meaning all which
would be expressed by one more capable.
Let me assure you that no one had a
higher appreciation of your husband's efficiency and worth, and no one valued his
friendship more than I. We well remember the visit he paid us, and the interest
shown by him in my then little daughter's
work in botany, and the kindly gift he sent
her in the shape of Gray's Manual. Wishing you the highest success in the future, I
am
Sincerely yours,
Gto. A. HoPsoN.
Secretary's Office
Wallingford, January 6, I904.
w·hereas, The report has reached us of the
painful sickness and untimely death of
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN KooNs, Ph. D.,
for some years Principal of The Storrs
Agricultural School, afterwards President of The Storrs 'Agricultural College (now known as The Connecticut
Agricultural College) and for many
years Professor of Nat ural History at
this institution and Curator of its Museutn ; be it, therefore
Resolved, That we, the Board of Trust-

ees of the institution with which this
man was so long connected, do hereiu
wish to record our high appreciation of his
faithful, energetic and efficient service in
the discharge of trusts received at our
hands; of his well-known standing as a
scientist, especially in geology; of his
patriotism as shown, not only by the
proper perforn1ance of more recent public duties, but also by heroisn1 upon field5
of battle in our late Civil War; and of hi6
private recitude as evidence by the modesty, the charity, yet the undeviating in-·
tegrity of his conduct and character. And
be it further
Resolved, That this expression of our
feeling an·d judgment be spread upon our
records, giveq to the press, and communicated by our secretary to the bereaved
family with the assurance of our . fullest
sympathy in this loss which the State,
we oureselves, but they most of all must
endure.
GEo. A. HoPsoN,
Secretary.
FACULTY.
At a meeting of the faculty of the Connecticut Agricultural College, held l\1onday, December I Ith, it was voted "That a
brief note reciting the facts of the life of
the late Professor Koons, and his relation
to this institution be prepared by the
Secretary, and that the same, together
with the following resolutions, should be
placed in the minutes of the faculty."
We quote the resolutions:
Resolved, That we recognize in the
the death of our friend and associate, the
late BENJAMIN FRANKLIN KooNs, Prolessor of Natural History, a profound loss
to this institution, of which he was a
staunch supporter, former president,
and, for so long a time, .a faithful and
successful instructor; to this church and
community, in which he was forward in
THE
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every good work and word ; and to the
corps of inst.ructors, of which both in his
official and in his personal relations, he
was a valued and beloved member ..
Resolved, That this resolution be placed
in the minutes of the faculty, and that a
copy of the san1e, together with the
assurance of our heartfelt sympathy in
this grievous affliction, be sent to his
E. 0. SMITH,
family.
Secretary.

Colleges and Experimental Stations, just
adjourned, the following resolution was
unanimouly adopted:
"Resolved, That this association extends
to Dr B. F. Koons, a former member;
and one who still retains our most cordial
friendship, our sincere sympathy in his
illness and express the hope and prayer
that he may have a speedy recovery."
Very truly yours,
E. B. VooRHEES, Sec'y.

SHAKESPEAREAN CLUB.

Alumni Notes.

Whereas, The Shakespearean Club of the
Connecticut Agricultural College owes
n1uch to the interest displayed by th-.;
late Professor B. .F. KooNs in the
foundation and growth of their society ;
And Whereas, We fully recognize the
worth of Professor KooNs, his work in
the foundation of the institution; and
his influence for good upon the students; therefore, be it
Resolved, That we deplore the loss to
the state and the college caused by his
death, and we desire to give expression to
ou~ appreciation of the manliness and kindne~s of his character, and of. his services
as president and professor in the Connecticut Agricultural College.
Resolved, That these resolutions be
spread upon the records of the club, and
that a copy of the same be· sent to his
family.
Signed:
F. J. FoRD,
) Committee
-vv. R. NAsH,
\
on
S. P. HoLLISTER, \ ' Resolutions.
Washington, D. C.,
November 20, I903.
Dr. B. F. l(oons, Storrs, Conn:My Dear Sir: At the convention of
the American Association of Agricultural

'84. S. Q. Porter, during his recent
visit to his friends in Connecticut, found
time to spend a week with Professor
l(oons only a short time before the death
o( the latter. Although it was not known
to his friends here, Mr. Porter himself
was at the titne in ill health. His illness
has since become so serious that he found
himself compelled to give up active work
for a tin1e. He is at present in a sanitarium .i~ Maryland, and it is expected that
the rest and treatment will soon restore
him to his usual health.
'88. C. H. Savage, in addition to his
duties as assessor, fills also the office of
grand juryman.
'90. C. B. Pomeroy, Jr., recently spent
part of the day visiting the college and in
the evening attended a lecture given by
the grange.
'90. A. C. Sternberg has been in company with his 'father this fall building a
State road between Tolland and Rockville.

'93· E. B. Fitts spent Sunday at the
college recently.
'94. I-I. J. Brockett has been in the Adirondacks this fall deer hunting. He reports good 1uck.
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'95· J. R. Hall has put his naphtha
launch in winter quarters. This last fall
he took a party of his friends and they
enjoyed an outing on the Connecticut
river.
'95 · W. A. Hawley is in partnership in
real estate and brokerage in New York.
He resides at Glen Brook, Conn., going
to and from his office by train.
'97· J. N. Fitts recently attended the
funeral of his great aunt.
'97· R . D. Gilbert recently spent a few
days at the college visiting his brother
and other friends. He is studying chemistry at Yale and is also instructor in that
interesting and useful science. He expects to obtain the degree of Ph. D. next
June.
'98. D. J. Burgess was in town recently.
'98. For the latest patent, swivel, adjustable, noiseless, wooden cow stanchion
apply to Mr. H. L. Garrigus. He reports
a few sales and satisfied custon1ers. We
understand also that Mr. Garrigus would
be interested in any kind of an article
guaranteed to hold the head of the herd in
any kind of wind, weather or circumstances.

'9K II. Kirkpatrick has recently purchased the black pacing n1are Quinto,
and although she has considerable speed,
it is said that he will use her only in· connection with his mail route.

Ex. '04. C. S. Fitts is making a success of his wotk in connection with the
East Hartford Gazette.
'or-'02. T. F. Downing and J. B. Twing
took a trip to New Jersey, visiting the
home office of the Pruclential Life Insur-ance Co.
'02. Owing to the sickness and death
of his valuable cow, J. S. Carpenter was
unable to see the last football game at
C. A. C. as he had expected to do.

'o2. Miss Vera E. Tru1nan gave a dance
to her friends Nov. 25th.
'02. J\tliss Elizabeth E. Goodrich was
recently visited by Miss Monteith.

'o2. J. B. Twing has left his position in
Willimantic to take a better one in New
London under the same company.

Ex. '03. Bethlehen1, Connecticut, married November 22, 1903, at the home •)f
Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Smith, Miss Bertha
M. Dresser, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Fairfield Dresser, of Bristol, and Herbert
Isadore S1nith, son of Mr. and 1Vlrs. J.
V../. Smith. The ceremony was performed
by Rev. A. R. Lutz, of Oakville, under a
floral arch made of evergreens and
banked. with chrysanthemun1s. After the
ceremony the wedding lunch was served
and soon after the newly married couple
left amid a ,shower of rice and old shoes.
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JAMBS F. CLUNB,
794 MAIN STREET.

Pianos, Organs and Musi=
cal Mercl"'landise.
Supplies for all makes of Sewing Machines
Agents for the SINGER Sewing Machine.
Willimantic, Conn.

H. R. CHAPPELL,

$3.00

Will buy you as good a shoe as any maa
need wear. We make a specialty of a shon
at this price, and we have our name
stamped on every pair as a guarantee o!
good value. We have them tn tan, lace, with
vesting tops, also Blac1{ Vici, with lace tops,
and lace and Congress Calf Shoes.

Practical Painter,

THE C. E. LITTLE $3.00 SHOE LEADS
.
THEM ALL.

And Dealer in

THE FAMILY SHOE STORE,

Paints, Oils, Varnishes, Glass and Putty,

738 Main Street.

547 Main Street, Willimantic, Conn.

~000000000000~

Agent for FARM MACHINERY

THE BEST

of all kinds, from a hand hoe to a steam engine.
~special attention paid to

AT A

H. E. REMINGTON

Seed Drills, Potato PlanferH, Cultivators,
both one and two row, Bollers, Horse
Hay Forks and Plows.

SMALL

& _CO.,

My best Amlle!l for C. A. C. patrons.

PROFIT,

CLOTHIERS

I
I
Dry Goods and Groceries I
I
I
E. F. MANCHESTER, Bristol, Conn.

OUR MOTTO:

To give our cus~omers the very choices1
goods and to make the prices as
low as consistent with ·
good quality.

H. V. "BEEBE,
STORRR, CT.

LATHAM, CRANE & CO.,

TRASH

and

AT A

OUTFITTERS,

SMALL

Willimantic, Conn.

PRICE.

~~&e&oeeeooe
CHAS. L. BOSS,

L ·u mber & Coal
••• Call and See Me •••
Telephone Connection.
50 North Street.

£ontractors and
Buildtrs.

GARDNER'S NURSERIES. .

Dealers in

Paints, Oils, Paper Hangings, Room Mouldings, Glass, Kalsomine, Varnish
and Brushes.
Outside and Inside Finish, Mouldings,
and Stair work.

NOT

Bracket ~

Steam Power Shops on Spring Street, Near
Pearl, Willlmantic, Conn.

We '-trow Fruit and Ornamental Trees;
Berry Plants, Shrubs and Vines.
Buy your stock where it is grown.

R. H. GARDNER, Cromwell, Conn.
TURNBR'S STABLB.
ESTABLISHED

1857.

LIVERY AND BOARDING.
Large sheds and yard for hitching and feeding horses. Pleasant waiting room for ladies.
A. W. TURNER, (Near Opera House),
767 Main Street,
Willimantic, Conn.
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Sanderson Fertilizer & Chemical Co.
A FARriER'S
LUrlBER YARD.
LUCIEN SANDERSON, President.
. . . Im por ters of ...

2,000 ,000 S hi ngles Consta ntl y on H a nd.
Als o 2, 000 ,000 B a rn Boa rds

At the

I~owest

AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS.

Possible Prices.

Offic e and Y a rd :
hu r ch St., W illi m a nti c, Conn.

. .. Sol e Proprietors of .. .
SANDER S ON' S SPECIAL FORMULA

FERTILIZERS.

Geo. K. Nason, Prop.,

Offi ce, 217 W ate r St., N ew H a ven, Conn.
ir u la rs F ree .

P. J . T WO 'lEY, Y a rd M a nage r.

Up=to=Date Stationery,
B A E BALL BATS,
GLOVES, MITS, ETC.

WE ARE ADVERTISING

C. R. UTLEY,
688 l\[ a in Street,

Willima nti c, Conn .

J. F. CARR & CO.,

£ombination
£1otbitrs,

[OURSELVES]

POR BUSINESS.
rrHE P ltU DENT f AL ii'SIICS eve ryt hin g up to d a t e in
th in suran ce li ne . W e w o ul tl l1e p lea ed tu co mmuni cat e
w it h y on r egard in g o u r contru<-ts.

DOWNING C:J THWING, Agents,
Room 6 nurray Building ,

WILLIMANTIC , CONN

Hatters and Furnishers.
7 4 4 l\Iain S t reet,

Willima ntic, Conn.

MODERN

D. A. LYMAN,

Steam Carpet Cleaning and Rough Dry Family Washing.
A s w ell as our F a mou s Sh irt a nd Coll a r W o rk,
T.
I S S U RE T O PLEASE. PRI E RI

Maverick Laundry and Carpet Cleaning Works,
2 Main
t., \Yillinwnti , "" onn.
Opp. Hook er Hou se.

- -- - -

(~.

W. H O P K IN ::', Pn

---

--·

I' .

JOS PRINTERS.
ALL WORK GUAR ANT EE D.-

W illim a nti c ,

I n surance and Fidelity and
Su1"ety Bonds.

20- COnPANIES R.EPR.ESENTE0- 20
6H 'i\ l ain St r . t.

W illi m a nti c,

o nn.

D. C. BAI{ROWS,
Dian1ond , '~ atches ~ Je" relry.

THE WINDHAM PRESS,

88 Ch u r ch S t reet,

F'i1~e

onn .

pti a l G ods, E astm a n K o da k s a nd
S u p plies, B u tterick P a tterns.
W illim a nti c,
Conn.
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HENRY FRYER,

The Perfect Eye
Will give you no annoyance.
Trouble
with your eyes n eeds attention.
Every error or refraction carefully adjusted and Glass s to correct same furnis-hed.
Examination fre e.

J. C. TRACY '»

Graduate Optician,

638 Ma;n St., Willimantic,

onn.

ALBUMEN PHOTOGRAPHS

rlERCHANTTAILO

•

Full line o! Foreign f..nd Domestic Woolens.
Latest Styles and most Fashionable Designs.
672 Main t., Willimantic, Conn.

J. 0. BLANCHETTE,

BAKERY and FANCY CAKES
Wholesale and Retail.
Orders !or parti s , Weddings, Etc., vromptlJ
attended to.
H
hurch Street,
Willimantic, Conn.

ARE PEflMANEN'l'.

STEPBE l JE FOLGER,

They are made only at

C. H.

TOV~NSE

D'S STUDIO.

We use only the be st material in producing them.
OUR ARTI TO PT.ATINO YF:J.\"F.'I' n:-;'I ' ll Altl: ) ' lNf-:.

Willimantic,

MANUFACTURING JE,VELER.

onn.

· J.D. DEWELL & CO.
(I;usin ss ERt:l.ulishecl 1 50).

VVHOLESALE GROCERS AND
IMPORTERS.
r:1nd

Ag·en t!l !or FRITZE, LUI'\DT & C"
Ponce

Mol~sses,

rei•:er

oC whi ·h w

in

Guarante d pur
239 STA'l'E

ar sol

~t

grade.

or.

~lain

and

RICK

co.,

hur h St ., Willimanti .

W. L. DOUGLASS'
$ 2.25, $:l .O O and $ 3.50 Shoes. Calf, Vid, Eo:x

and Patent Calf, Lace or

•

ongr

•
! Union St., vVillirnantic, Conn.

"WALK OVER" and "QUEEN QUALITY."

OOTS

For your wearin apparel, in either out id •
or inside garments, " ·here you can ftnd the
best assortment to sel ct frvm, and no !an y
prices a ttach d. ~r
carry no worthless
goods, but th best values we can s cu re.

.,. .

, at

New York.

OUR SPECIALTIES:
NN.

NEW HA VEN,

r-_r

Fine Art Stationery a Specialty.

1 80 Broadway,

COME AND CALL

. L. :U

WATCHES, DIAMONDS, JEWELRY.

r -

onnecticut.

and of high

TREE'T,

or

Club and College Pins and Rings,
Gold and Silver Medals,

ULLIVAN,

HOES•••

756 Main Street, Willimantic, Conn.

JORDAN BROS.
Carry a tull and complete line of

Builder

and General Hardware,

Mechanical and Agricultural Tools and
u tlery of every d scription.
Call and inspect our line.
fi64 . Inin tre t, Willimantic.

D. KLEIN & BRO.,
aif

rchant r.railor .
;,t akers of Uniforms. Ca et Uniforms asp ialty.
9~1 Walnut ~tr et, Philadelphia.
\Ve supply the Uniform f r th cadets ot
C. A. ,. ' rite for ·•am ~· les. catal •f: • nd prices.

FREE TUITION ! FREE ROOM

~ENT

!

BOARD AND BOOKS AT COST

bt £onntttitut
Jtgritult rat eolltgt
Provides the Best Edu cation for Both Sexes.

Instruction in Agriculture, Horticulture, Veterinary and other Sciences and
Field Engineering is given to young men, including practical work in Greenhou e
Management:, in Dairy Farming and in Poultry Culture.
Instruction is provided for young women in General Science and Literature;
in Domestic Science, including Cooking and Sewing of all kinds; in Physical Culture with a furnished Gymnasium, and in Instrumental and Vocal Mu ic.
A Business Course is open to applicants, at all times during the College year,
and gives instruction in Spelling, Penman hip, Commercial Arithmetic, orrunercial
Geography, Bookkeeping, Shorthand and Typewriting and Commercial Law and
Practice.

•

Mechanical Drawing and work in Iron and \Vood familiarize the students
with the use of tools, and make a beginning of a Course in the Mechanic Arts.
Shor·t courses in Dairying, Horticulture, Poultry Culture, Business and other
Studies are provided in the winter t rm .
A Practical Education at a minimum co t is offered, and one in the acquisition of which a few students can help them elves financially by working about the
College farm, campus or buildings.
For particulars write

THE Co NNECTICUT AGRICULTURAL Co LLEGE,
.T PR. , .

~ "'.~.

